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Editorial
The common vision oI the Bangladesh Water and Food Security Partnership
(BWFSP) is to strengthen the capacity oIthe actors and stakeholders promoting
the rights and the access o[ the poor and marginal communities to fbod, water,
land, natural resources, and livelihood. The partners are trying to achieve this
through action research, capacity building ofactors and vuloerable communirics,
networking, advocacy, and sharing knowledge through publications, rvorkshops
and exchanges.

The second issue o[ this bulletin presents reports and ficts about horv the
BWFSP members havc lcarned fiom each other It was only the frrstyear o[thc
two year-pilot project. Horvever, the partners have cngaged in research and actions
in areas such as organic firming, biodiversiS, conservation, [brests and indigenous
peoples, water and sanitation, innovative short-duration and rl,ater tolerant rice
varietics, rabbit rearing, and promotion of firmers'collection oI seeds. They
have also spoken together at local levels through advocacy events to sensitize
the government functionarics, local politicians, community representarives,
development actors, and journalists to promote fbod and water security of the

Poor.

Repots on good practices by the partners also providc some insights and

analyses. This bulletin is intended [br those interested in ficts and insights about
sustainable agriculture, organic farming, and improvement olthe lile olthe rural
poor.

Learning of Partners on Actions for
Food and Water Security Shared

fl angladesh Water and

I-D tbod Security Partnership
(BWFSP) was initiated in De-
cember 2008 by six organiza-
tions aiming at ensuring water
and lbod security lbr the poor
in Bangladesh. These organi-
zations have been working in
dill'erent geographical areas of
Bangladesh in order to address
the water and fbod problems,
which are becoming severe

day by day The members o[
the partnership initiative have

llepresentatives ol llWf'SP partners and local
governmcnt oIhcials visit RDRS's localpal.ria

rice fteld. ORDRS Bangladesh



been demonstrating good practices to establish water
and fbod security lbr the poor and mar6inal communities
through various local actions. One of the key objectives
of the network is to share the good practices and innova-
tions of rhe organizations rvith others and to build their
capacity through exchanges.

The partners of BWFSP organized six exchange
visits in project areas in 2009. Representatives liom all
mcmbcr organizations ot'the partnership project par-
ticipated in the exchanges. Thc exchange visits were
organized in Rangpur, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Tangail and
Nilphamari districts by the partners to share their expc-
riences with the mcmbers. This article briefly describes
the exchange visits and the key learning.

RDRS Bangladesh, Rangpur
Rangpur in the north-western part of Bangladesh be-
comes r?/,r44-prone (seasonal [amine), Most ol the poor
people of thc region depend on agricultural labor fbr
their livelihood. During the period in Blt rato kortik
(ntt)-11u4t,rl to mi)-Nrncnler), thcre is less agricultural
work in the area and thus the poor people lhce severe
scarcity oI employment and therefbre, suf]er fiom lack of
income and lbod shortage. This seasonal fbod insecurity
is locally kno*n as nonla.

RDRS Bangladesh has been trying to address the
fbod security problemio rnonqa aflected villages ol this
area through introducing a variety ol short duration
paddy.

Talukhabu is a village of Gangachora Upazila where
RDRS Bangladesh has demonsrated its localparca rice
production technology between 1,aro and am1r, to mitigate
otonqa. As a part of the exchange, a team consisted of
representatives liom partner organizations, visited the
village on l6 and l7 August 2009. This was the starting
ol the Bengali mor,th Bha)m, proper time to harvest lo-
cal parba rice. Mr. Abdul Ahad, deputy commissioner
of Rangpur District, was present as the chiefguest and
inaugurated the harvesting ceremony. Farmers told that
they weie happy with the additional production o o-
cal pari;o rice. lt was expected that production of local
parizt rice would create employment lbr the poor during
the lean period of agricultural activities and reduce their
lbod insecurity.

BCAS, Rajshahi
The next exchange visit was organized by Bangladesh
Centre tbr Advanced Studies (BCAS) in Rajshahi from
20 to 23 October 2009. BCAS has been working in this
drought-pronc area lbr a couple olyears rvith the aim

ot establishing water security lbr the poor and women
through rights-based devclopment approach and technol-
oS./ demonstration. The people o[ the area, particularly
the poor and women, su[]'cr fiom want of safe drinking
ivater, In dry season the sutlering becom.s se.,ere. The
representatives of the partner organizations visited Su-
guna Shakopara and Suguna Jibonp"ra r.illages where
BCAS has created people's organization, demonstrated
water technologies and sanitary latrines based on the
previous experience and local knorvledge considering thc
local context ol drought. BCAS has mobilized the villag'
ers, lbrmed a community based organization called Paar
Pariltal (water council) and built its capacity througlr
training, awareness raising, lhcilitation oI planning activi-
ties at the early stage. The team visited the Pani Pari'La)
and learnt horv it was working rvith villagers to address
their water, sanitation and hcalth problems. 'l'he Pani Por-
r.r/raz) addresses the water problems through using their
own resources and capacity, and demanding support and
scrviccs liom government. The team rvas happy to scc

that Paai Pari,i achieved trvo deep tubervells in the vil-
lage liom the lJnhn Pantltal (Union C-ouncil). The Paar
Pariiol mem\ers shared its approach, strategies, activi-
ties and tuture plan with the visiting team.'lhe visiting
team also panicipated in the Iocal ad.,ocacy 

"vorkshop
organized by SuqrLaa Pani Pari'h and, BCAS as a part o1'

local advocacy.

UBINIG, Tangail
Seed is power and rvealth to firmers. Thus thc tirmers
ol Jhunkai and Dewli villages ol Delduar Upazila under
Tangail District have madc &.r/ 11i1 (communit-r, seed

wealth centre) in their villages. 1'he villages are near b;,
the river Dhaleshwari. During the rainy season, all crops
go under water of that river. Farmers lose crops and sut-
flr fiom tbod shortage. In the past, the-\, rvere used to
cultivate local rice variefr, rvhich grc',v with the rising
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Na-vakrishi lirmcrs in'lhngail share rvith BWFSP
parnters hor., the-v copc rvith flood. O UIIINIG
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level ofwater Afierwards, they were attracted by hybrid
rice to get high yield in the name of modern agriculture
and therefbre, they lost the seeds of local variety. Due to
irregular rainlhll, floods and droughts, the yield of hybrid
rice has been reduced. Under these circumstances, the
farmers [elt again the need fbr local varieties ol rice and
collcctcd seeds ol the local rice varieties.

UBINIG has been working lbr conservation oflocal
seeds and raising awareness among the fhrmers about the
importance o ocal seeds, organic fertilizer, and the nega-
tive impact ofthe genetically modified seeds, chemical
tertilizer and pesticide. UBINIG provided the villagers
rvith local rice seeds and related intbrmation. Now farm-
ers are producing the flood tolerant rice and they are
happy with the yield ofthis varieS. They are now aware
of conserving the seeds in their own storage places. So
they have built a SrJ Hut in the village with assistance
fiom UBINIG.

The representatives of the BWFSP visited the villages
on I I November 2009. They visited the,Sedllrt and had
a discussion with the lirmers in Jhunkai Mllage. The
firmers thanked UBINIG lbr providing them the seeds.

They are very happy to have the 5'rr2l1rl in their village.
They are storing seeds ofrice, vegetables, pulses and oil
seeds in the S'err) l1rrt The Farmers collect seeds fiom
other Nayakri'hi villages (UBINIG project) and store in
the Sei Hut. The farmers take seeds when they need and
give it back to the Srrr),?rrl so that seeds would be always
available fbr them.

SEHD, Modhupur
The partners ol BWFSP visited Modhupur liom l3 to
l5 November 2009 to see progress of SEHD work in the
Garo villages and to attend an advocacy event with the
Iocal communities.

In recent years, there has been rubber plantation,
commercial monoculture plantation under the cover of
"social fbrestry" and commercial-scale pineapple and
banana plantations in the Modhupur.ral lbrest. The in-
discriminate use of chemical lenilirers, pesticides, and
hormones on these and other crops threaten the natural
environment and human health in the area. Furthermore,
under government policies, lbrest-dwelling Adivasis have
lost their traditional rights of access to the lbrest.

Mapping the present state olthe.ra/ fbrests and dam-
age done to soil and biodiversity, the Sociery lbr Environ-
ment and Human Development (SEHD) has initiated a
natural tirming project, in hopes of improving livelihood
options of the people of Modhupur with attention to the
indigenous Garos and Koch people.

'l'he representatives of BWFSP visit SEHD work areas
in Modhupur. O Philip Gain

Under the BWFSB SEHD has initiated a nursery ol'
medicinal plants in RajghatiV lage, Modhupur, to prove
that flrming without sSmthetic chemicals *orks, Representa-
tives liom BWFSP partner organizations visited the nursery
and participated in a general tour ofthe aftbcted areas. Al-
ready, the nursery has begun cultivation of medicinal plants
such as Z/ri (Shrubby Basil), 6/rrro 1(a ntlton (NoeYera),
Nhltiia (ChxteTree), Ba.ra{- (Malabar Nut), S/oloarrrl (As-
paragus), and S/o7r4aal/a (Snakeroot).

The visiting team also met with lbur vi]lage firmers who
have recently established income-generating home plots of
Aloe Vera with assistance liom SEHD. Farmers intbrmed
the visitors that with the help liom SEHD, they had received
rainings on the nursery development and marketing of
common medicinal plants. Each ofthe lbur farmers planted
approximately l,000young Aloe Vera plants in their home-
stead plots, which range in size lrrom 1.5 to 2 decimals. The
villagers expressed their hope lbr success, as well as a bit
ol prosperity. They predict to begin harvesting the mature
leaves at the rate of 2-4 per plant, per month within ayear
In this way, they may initially earn at least Tk.5,000 in prof-
its, per month, from their succulent produce. Aloe Vera can

grow without any chemical fLrtilizer and pesticides and with
very little investment. "This qupe of natureJ'riendly larming
would be a genuine source of earning fbr Adivasis," claimed
the villagers.

During their visit, the BWFSP panners also strolled
through a nearby rubber garden. Many were shocked at the
silence and lack of vegetative diversigr within this artificial
fbrest. Unlike the natural fbrests, one cannot see any birds
or insects. They a.lso visited Amlitala and Ghonapara villages
that have made the switch liom tbrest to monoculture. The
Garo and Koch Adivasis talked about their past and present
conditions, and how their traditional lites5rles have suftered
due to "social fbrestry" proiects.

3Jibon



GBK, Dinajpur
From lZto l9 November 2009,

the team visited GBK demonstra-

tion action in Santal Adivasi village

of Birampur Upazila and the local

advocacy workshop as well. The

Adivasi people used to collect lbods

fiom jungle but recently the jungle

has been destroyed and they have

lost customary land rights. They
have a very little cultivable Iand

and very [!w livelihood options.

Therefbre, they lhce fbod insecurity
round the year. In this village, GBK
has demonstrated rabbit rearing as

their alternative livelihood option.

The households of the village have

received training on rabbit raring
and other technical support liom
GBK. Now rabbits are not only a
source ofincome, they have also be-

come a source of protein fbr the poor
households. Beside the rabbit raring,
GBK also encouraged homestead

vegetable gardening t hrough organic

lhrming and provided them training
on making organic compost lirtilizer
and grorving medicinal plants in the

community. GBK also raised aware-

ness of the community about safe

drinking water and hygiene prac-

tices. The team hoped that through
the activities the livelihoods ol the

participating households *ould be

e.rha.rced and they could get rid ol
fbod insecurity.

'fhe Adivashi"illagers in Dinaipur wel-
come the visitors with flowers. O CBK

UST, Nilphamarr
UST has been working to promote
organic ['arming and to stop using

the chemical lertilizer and pesticides

in manv districts of Ba"gl^desh lbr
decades. Under the'Bangladesh Wa-

ter and Food Security Partnership'
project, it has initiated a demonstra-
tion of organic thrming i" Nidurpara
village ol Nilphamari District against

massive use of chemical lertilizer a"d
pesticides, which have become one

ofthe major threats lbr environment
and human health in Bangladesh.

UST has mobilized fbrmers into
groups and provided them training
on organic fertilizers and organic
pesticide and technical supports.
With the support fiom UST, the
lhrmers are now cultivating vegetable

using organic techniques,

The members ol BWFSP visited
the village on 22 November 2009.

The team visited the vegetable gar-
dens and had conversations with the

D DRS Bangladesh has been

l\orking in rnra,za atlected ar-

eas in Rangpur. Since 20M RDRS
Bangladesh has been conducting re-

search on short duration rice produc-

tion technology in relation to monga

mitigation and subsequently its result
is being demonstrated widely.

The Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) and some other
NGOs along with RDRS are play-
ing the key role to mitigate nonga

through BRRI Dhan-53 released

by Bangladesh Rice Research Insti-
tute (BRRI) in 1997, Bina Dhan-7
released by Banglade.h Institute of
Nuclear Agriculture (BINA) in 2007

and BU Dhan-l released by Bang-

abandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Agriculture Universiry (BSMRAU).

The farmers in Nilphamari share thcir
experience of organic farming with

BWF'SP members. O UST

farmers. The fhrmers rvere happy
because they got production at their

expected level while the production
cost was low The fhrmers said that
they were determined to continue
the organic larming even it they did
not get support fiom UST The team

also participated in the local ad.,o-

cacy workshop on lbod security with
the relevant government and non-
governmeDt institutions organized by
UST and villagers on 23 November
2009.

By ,l[t). ,4:[anutuo Rath (RDRS Bnylh-
)ab), lltr. Z*h Na:nh (BCAS),,uu)

l(h i:a Khnan (SEHD)

IR64-Subl is a short duration rice

variety, which has been rele^."d Ly
the lnternational Rice Research In-
stitute (IRRI) and it is environment
friendly [br our country. Likc other
short duration rice varieties, IR-64
is harvested within 125 days and its
yielding perfbrmance is compara-
rively high. Adaptive Research Divi-
sion of BRRI had set up a number o[
demonstration plots in di[erent areas

on IR-64, where 4.5 to.rs p"r hactare

yielding...as recorded.

The IR-64 as a popular short du-
ration rice variety has attained floorl
tolerance capabiliry r hrough inscrtirrg
Sub- l gene by IRR[. For this reason

it can survive I5 days in immersed
situation and therelbre, it is able

to provide average yield within the
time limit. [n 2009, RDRS observed

RDRS Introduces Flood Tolerant Rice Variety,
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that this variety survived I I days
in submerged condition at [irmers'
demonstration plots that RDRS has

been implementing under Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
Project. After transplanting 25 days
seedlings of IR64-Subl, fhrmers
have harvested paddy within 95-100
days and recei",ed 4.5 tons yield per
lrectare. As a short duration variety,
larmers can harvest it during the lean
period fiom mid September to mid
November and save crops from late
flood. This is the first time the [hrm-
ers have received this type of variety,
*,hich carries two tJ,?es of attributes.
Dvery year paddy ol around 40-50
thousand hectares of land is dam-
aged in Northern Bangladesh. Now
it is possible to protect crops liom
flash flood. Besides, [armers a.rd

agricultural laborers of northern re-

gion can get rid ofthe ellect ol nonqa

by harvesting of early rice during
lean period. From fhrmers'point of
view, there are some considerable
measures to Elet a good harvest fiom
IR64-Subl:

' Seedlings should be ol below
30 days fbr transplanting in
main fields.

' Spacing lbr transplanting
should be only 6 inches X 6
inches, as the number oftillers
are less compared to other
long-duration rice varieties.

' All urea top-dress should be

completed within 40 days of'
transplanting.

Almost everyyear fiom mid Sep-
tember to mid November drought
takes place. Due to short duration
nature, panicles of IR64-Subl come
tbrth tiom mid August to mid Sep-
temher (Bbalra) and this variety of'
rice can be grown befbre post mon-
.oon drought. Therefbre, IR64-Subl
rice is very eftective variety that is

secured Irom flood a"d drought. This
is also ell'ective to mitigale n,,n4a.

By tV. G. Na'otl, RDRS Ban11h)ttlt

Story of Two V
SEHD's Work

ages rn
Area

lbrest viJlages in Modhupur is delr-
cate in general. The.y remained iso-
lated at the time oI dissolution of the
Tttmh)ari system. The government
handed over the lbrestland including
the Iand occupied by the Caros to the
Forest Department. Their customary
rights remain unrecognized.

The .ra/ fbrests disappe"ring
around thern also exacerbate these

problems. Once Rajghatiwas inside
a thick fbrest. It was a good source
ol lbod, firewood, animal fbdder and
medicine [br the villagers. Its inhabit-
ants used to gather wild vegetables,
liuits and medicinal plants liom it.
Their dai-ly lives and cultural tradi-
tions rvere also clorely ti.d to th.
lbrest. But that lbrest has largely
disappcared and lile in Raighati is

much harder because of that loss.

The villagers have also lost their ac-

cess to common properties such as

lbrestland, grazing land, ('/a.r lands,
rvater-bodies, r'laz4 or72rz lands that
they had in the past.

Joy,nagachha \4llagcr Joynagachha
is a hundred-vcar-old Garo 

"ill^g"
in the Modhupur.,al fbrest area. The

ill

.,
(-:

.3
c-

Garo women on their way to collect Iuelwood in Alodhupur Sal Forest

f) ajghati Village: Ra)ghati is a

I\s^"ll Garo village in the r\lod-
hupur.,a/ lbrest area in Tangail Dis-
trict. It is located in the Aronkhola
range of Tangail Forest Division. lt is

l2 kilometers north-west of Modhu-
pur Upazila headquarters and is siru-
ated lar away fiom the main road.
Rajghati is neither a large .,or a.t

old.,illage. The village in Aronkhola
Union is made up ol27 fhmilies, has

a population of only 126, and is only
about 30 years old.

This small village is populated
mostly with [hrmers, who also hire
themselves out as [hrmhands, and try
to supplement their meager incomes
by domesticating animals and raising
fiuits and vegetables. What is uni<1ue

of Rajghati is that it has supplies of
clean water and has good sanitation.
This tiny community is not con-
nected to the power-grid and has no
permanent sources ot electricity.

In Rajghati, just one lamily has

CS record "[ high land (cbnla) and
lo*-la"d (1rar.). Others have no re-
cord "f either high land or wet-rice
land. Land title ol the Garos in the

5Jibon



population olthis village i" Sho-
lakuri Union, within the Modhuprr
Upazila oi Tangail District, is 969. It
is in the Dokhola Range ofTangail
Forest Division and is lbur kilome-
ters northeast of the range office.
With almost a thousand inhabitarrts
and 182 lhmilies, the village is big.
Most ot the villagers are farmers; a
Iew run small businesses and domes-

ticate animals, to supplement their
income. Most houses have earthen

*alls and tin roofs. All lamilies have

access to clean water. However, 164

fhmilies do not have electricity con-
nection and I8 have power through
solar energy.

The Right to land by title is very
delicate lbr the people of Joynagach-
ha, with only 37 families having titles
to only wet-rice land (/arr). None of
the lhmilies has any sort oltitles fbr
their high land (cbak) they live on
and cultivate. The Garos who lived
in the lbrest villages in Modhupur
remained isolated at the time oldis-
solution of the Zrnrir)az system. The
government handed over the [brest-
land including the land occupied by
the Garos to the Forest Department.

The village was onc. surro,r.rded
by dense .,a1 forest; a di.,erse spec-

trum of species of plants and animals
lived there. The lifestyle ol the people
of the ,rill"ge de.,eloped around it..A
significant portion of their diet came
liom the [brest; they depended on
the various liuits, vegetables, me-

dicinal plants, a.,d firewood collected
lrom the tbrest. The lbrest was also
intimately connected to their social
traditions and rituals. On the other
h".rd, o.rce they had access to com-
mon properties such as Ibrestland,
grazing land, ('/,,a., lands, water-
6odies, t/tanq or jutrr lands, r"hich is

now completely lost. Life in Joyna-
g.chha 

"illage 
has undergone 

",arious
changes over the Iast several decades

b.cause of large-scale delbrestation.

By Kh i:a Kltanant pitb Philip Gain

UST Promotes
through Org

f JST has been providing oppor-
lL,,l r,-rniti.s to build capaciry as *ell

as to promote new interventions lbr
alternative livelihoods to empower the
rural poor in achieving their lbod se-

curity. Food and sa{e water are basic

human needs. These are considered
as human rights. Everyone must have
access to sat'e, nutritious and cultur-
ally appropriate lbod and sa['e water
in sufficient quantity and quality to
maiotain a healthy life with full of hu-
man dig"ity. Mainly disadvantaged
and poor Iarmers. women and chil-
dren of the UST project area sufler
fiom {bod insecurity; they are the
worst suflerers of malnutrition and
ill-health. They lack sufEcient fbod fbr
thrice a day or even nvice a day. Un-
der BWFSP pro;ect in Nilphamari,
UST lbcuses on accessibility ofthe
poor and vulnerable households to
food production thro,rgh skill de"el-
opment lbr the poor

Nilphamari is one of the fbod in-
secure and poverty stricken area. In
this area people mainly depend on
agriculture, day labor and rickshar.,or
van-pulling fbr their livelihoods. This
area is lrequently hit by natural disas-
ters like floods, prolonged droughts,

Food Security
anic Farming

cold and fbgg, weather Employment
opportunities fbr thc poor are very
limired, The agricultural productiviry
olthis area is also very poor due to
lack of agricultural knowledge, Iorv

investment and weak management.

In this rcgard, UST promotes

cultivation and extcnsion o[ non-crop
Ibod., home-based uegetable culti-
vation by using organic substances

in order to minimize environmental
degradation. The project helps to cre-

ate availability and access to lbod by
the group members particularl-v the
*o-en and lower income lhmilies.

Under this project, UST has

conducted training Ior the group
members to help them have access to

appropriate and up-to-date knowl-
edge on modern technologies fbr safi
and nutritious fbod production fbr
improving their nutritional status and
income especially [br *omen and

children. The project mobilizcs group
members fbr savi.rgs accumulation
and its utilization. The piloring projet t
is helping the poor people to build
awareness on organic larming, fbod
securi5r, ecological b.nehts and in-
come opportuniry. Bv Alu savul, ltS'l'

;

a
a

t+:1f,:-: !'

A lirmer sho.''s hcr organic vcgctable gardcn to thc visiting rcarn. O U51'
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BCAS Unites the A?i+,adi Villagers through Pani Paridha)
T Tnder the BWFSP BanEladesh
LJ C"r,t." lbr udu"r,."d St",.,di",
(BCAS) has been taking actions to
reduce water and health problems in

Suguna Shakopara and Suguna Ji-
bonpara villages of Godagari Upazila
under Rajshahi Disrict. BCAS has

mobilized the villagers into groups
and fbrmed a co.''mu.,ity based or-
ganization called, Pani Par h @a-
ter Council) with members of both
vrllages. Poni Pa hal is a common
platfbrm of the poor and women to
rhink about their problems and their
solutions as well. The project empha-
sized on empowering the community
people and Panr Pa ritha) with aware-
ness, inlbrmation and new skills.
To enhance their capaciry, various

activities have been conducted un-
der the Bangladesh Water and Food
Security Partnership project such as

training, awareness raising, building
linkages between Pa ni Pari,b and
local government institutions. The
trainings have been provided to the
Poni Pnri,tl members on various is-

sues such as water rights, leadership,
volunt eerism, gender role promotion,
lobby, advocacy, networking and safe

drinking water, sanitation and health.

The Pani Par bar)has already become

an ellective 'platfbrm' lbr the poor
Adivasi villagers to collaborate and
negotiate with local government in-
stitutions and other concerned agen-
cies and actors lbr pulling services
and resources.

The Pani Paritb rs managed

fbllowing guidelines lbrmulated by
the project sta{fand, Pani Pari.tlta)
members. One male and one (emale

member liom each household of
the paticipating community are the
members of the general commit-
tee. The general members elect the
members of executive committee
of the Pani Par hal. The executive
committee consists of eight members
with president, secretary, cashier and

-e-bers. They h"re already 
'nade

contacts with Pakri Union Parishad
(Union Council) ar,d got two )eep

tubeoelL. The chairman of the Uni..,,'
Parishad in the local advocacy *ork-
shop assured the villagers that he
would provide them low cost sanitary
latries. By tlfut. Zakia Naznh BCAS

UBINIG Promotes Flood Tolerant Rice and Local Seeds

Shilpi Akter (30) is a marginal
firmer. She lives at Jhunkai Vil-

lage of Deuli union under Delduar
Upazila in Tangail District. She has a
family of tbur members including her
husband, Mobarak Hosain (45) and
trvo daughters. The lamily has 75
decimals ol cultivable land.

The village is located on the bank
of the Dhaleshwari River. Flood and
inundation is a regular phenomenon
here. Shilpi Akter tells that their
Iields stay inundated lbr about sLr

months. The land used to remain fhl-
low during the rainy season lbr most
of the year in the past. ln the rabi
(winter) season they grtw ralr crops
such as mustard, pulses, fbxtail millet
and vegetables.

Shilpi s husband Mobarak Hosain
says that even in the rainy season

Chanara and Dtq/ra varieties of rice
*o,rld grow well. For last 8- 10 years,
after the introduction of IRRI rice,
the local varieties ol rice have drasti-
cally decresed. He attended a course

at Nayakrishi learning session about
cr-rltivation without pesticides, chemi-
cal f.ertilizer, preparation of compost,
mixed cropping and fhrming with
local seeds.

Having been oriented about local
paddy, Shilpi Akter and her husband
started growing ri ce on or,e ligba
(35 decimals) of Iand with five kilo-
grams ol seed ol each o{ the varieties
of I{rjaDialta ar,d, Dhepa. Theirleld
lbr a year *as nine mounds (one
mound=37.5 kgs). ln addition they
got rice straw good e.,ough fbr about
a year lbr their two cows. In the
meantime they had broadcast black
gram seed in the field befbre the
harvest of rice. She expected three
mounds of black gram grains lrom
the same land. The by-products liom
the black gram would be good fbdd"r
fbr the cows.

Shilpi Akter further says that she
has benefited with the training and
seeds received kom Naytkr /ti. The
land would have remained lallow

if she fhiled to receive seeds [.rom
NayakrL,bi. She *ould have run short
of fbod grai" fbr the fhmily and there
*ot ld be shortage ol fbdder fbr the
cows. The rice from Dhepa varien*
was used lbr making pu(Ied rice and
Diglto l)or rice cake lbr the I'estival.

She has also sa,red rice seed lbr her
nextyear! sowing. A S'rry' l1rl (com-
munity seed wealth centre) was es-

tablished in the village. Shilpi Akter
stored l5 kgs ofseed in the Se Hut.
Other lhrmers in the village would
benefit liom this seed in the fbllow-
ing vears.

The larmers are much benehted
with the return ol the Di4ha ard,
Dhepa variet:res ol rice. The localva-
rieties of fish will also come back be-
cause the lhrmers have stopped using
pesticides. The uncultivated lbods
tnclrr,ding fiopln, ,.'/taluk, tihec/)u, kocbu

will grow in abundance. Food fbr
all people including lirmers, fishers,
rich and poor, will be available fiom
the field. By Doli Va)ra, UBINIG
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GBK's Rabbit Rearing Raises Confidence of Villagers

Gram Bikash Kendra (GBD is

a regional level non-profrtable
development organization. For a long
time this organization has been work-
ing with the poor, marginalized, in-
digenous and Harijan people. Under
the Water and Food Security in Ban-
gladesh project, GBK has been work-
ing lbr ensurin6 lbod security ofthe
poor households of Kalishahar \4ll.g.
through promoting rabbit raring as

livelihood option. The village is situat-
ed in Khanpur union under Birampur
Upazila of Dinajpur District.

The villagers were living in very
poor conditions and believed that
only God could change their ['ate. The
pro.ject (brmed a group rramed Po)ma-

society organiz-ations, media and
professional groups that are engaged

in protecting the rights of trhe poor
arrd marginal people. The local work- .5
shops created congenial environment . E

for 
"haring 

the lea.ning 
"rrd 

.o.r.."n" d
ftom each other. The local ad"ocacy J
events in different parts of the coun- d
try helped the poor to establish their @

links with the LGIs and loca.l actors

GBK's rabbits in Adivasi villages. O GBK

/a/ of 20 poor Adivasi households of
the village and motivated them for
rabbit rearing as an income generat-
ing activity. The Adivasi people used

to hunt rabbit liom jungle. Now
rabbit is not available due to loss of
fbrest. GBK provided the households
baby rabbits and trained them on rab-
bit rearing. The households have been

rearing rabbits successtully. Now they

can sell rabbits in market and make

profit. Rabbits are also a good source

ofprotein tbr the lhmilies. Beside rab-

bits, they are also rearing co*s, pigs,

goats and poultry.

The villagers lurther learnt pre-

paring organic f'ertilizer, vermi-com-
post and cultivating vegetable using

organic f'ertilizer. GBK also oriented

them about sale water, sanitary la-

trine, health and hygiene practices.

GBK involved the women in all liveli-
hood related activities. Through the

hctivities, GBK raised the confidence

and awareness among the villagers

about worthy lite and livelihoods.

By, tl0. Abul Kahn A:il, CBK

to Food and Water
dations in relation to lbod security of
the lbrest people. They also called fbr
cooperation to protect the remaining
;a1lbrest and to secure the livelihoods
of forest-peoples, who live in harmo.,y
with nature-

Khondoker Abdul Gaf'ur (Montu),
chairman ol Modhupur Upazila Pari-
shad was present as the chiefguest of
this local advocacy event.

Mr. Philip Gain, director of SEHD,
talked about the organizationi work
in Modhupur The findings ofa survey
report about the socio-economic condi-
tions of two Garo villages ol Modhu-
pur, were shared in the advocacy work-
shop. The copies ofthe investigative
reports on lbrest cases and social fbr-
estry of SEHD were also disributed
amongst participants. The documents
provided valuable intbrmation and
insights on the status ol land right and
land use by the Adivasis in the aal fbr-
est area, the state of lhlse fbrest cases

against Adivasis, and the consequences
of social lbrestry projects upon the live-
lihoods of Adivasi people.

Local Level Advocacy Promoting Rights
{the partners of the BWFSP orga- toward achieving food and water se-

I nized local advocac5r workshops curity.
in their program areas in the last

lff:il1'i33;ffi'#r*'m sEHD's Advocacv Event
tize the local government bodies such in Modhupur
as Union Parishad (Union council) SEHD organized a dialJgue titled,
relevant government departments in ;ru n-"'"i_p""pf" .ilflat rpr.,
the Upazila and district levels about 

e,r""t fb. S"lu.ld Livelihood; at Mod_
their role and responsibilities to en- h-upur Upazila parishad auditorium in
sure food a.nd water security for the T".,g.il on 15 November 2009. The 60
poor. The worlshops were active$ p"rticipants included visiting BWFSp
participated in by local c,ommunities ."rb"rr, representatives fiom Adivasi
and.rulnerable groups like farmers, communities, local government ot-
women, Adivasis (indigenous people) fr"i.I., non-government agencies, stu-
and forest dwellers as well as repre, dents, academia, and.journalists. They
sentatives &om LGIs, NGOs, civil shared their thoughts and recommen-

8

SEHD advocacy event in Modhupur

Jibon



BCAS Organizes
Workshop on Drinking
Water and Sanitation

BCAS organized a local level ad-

vocacy workshop in pro.ject area in
Rajshahi, where the poor villagers
including A)intit and women shared

their views and put fbrward their de-

mands aboul water and Ibod securiry
to the chairman and members of UP
(Unioo Pari"th ) and representa-
tives lbrm the l,ocal Government
Institutes (LGIs). The advocacy
workshop was organized at Pakri
Union Parishad by Suguna Paar

Paritb (Water Council) and BCAS
on 22 October 2009. Dr. Julia Moin,
Upazial Nirbahi Otlicer (UNO) of
Godagari addressed the workshop as

the chief guest. It was also attended
and addressed by the representatives
fiom LGED ([,ocal Government
Engineering Department), Barendra
Multipurpose Development Author-
ity (BMDA), DPHE (Department
o[ Public Health and Engineering),
HYSAWA proiect, Print Media and

NGOs. The representatives of the
partner NGOs of the BWFSP as

well as the project coordinator par-
ticipated in the day long local advo-
cacy *orkshop.

The advocacy workshop staned
in the morning at l0 am and was

presided over by Md. Jalaluddin, the

chairman of Pakri Union Parishad.

Dr. Dwijen Mallick, Research Fel-

low of BCAS briefly described the
imponance of local level advocacy in
the context of growing food insecu-

rity and water crisis in the region and

he emphasized on the role of LGIs
as the key dury bearers in addressing

the [bod, water and sanitation prob-
lems. Mst. Zakia Naznin, Research

Oflicer of BCAS, shared the hndings
ofthe Participatory Need Assess-

ment in relation to water and sanita-

tion problems of two project villages
to draw the attention ofthe govern-
ment o[Ecials and the other actors.

The president and members ofthe
Pani Pari,.,ba) shared their concern"
and problems in relation to [bod, wa-
ter, sanitation and health. They also

spoke about their needs and expecta-

tions liom the government o[Iicials
and UP representatives. The UNO,
chairman and members ofthe UP
assured the villagers that they would
provide necessary food, water and

sanitation supports and services to
the most under-served sections ofthe
society.

Advocacy Workshop of
UST on Farmers'Right

and Food Security
The workshop on Food Security
and Farmers' Right was held at the
UST Nilphamari Area O[Iice under
BWFSP project on 23 November
2009. The Upa,ila Nirbahi Oflicer
(UNO), Agricultural Olficer of
Jaldhaka Upazila and other govern-
ment o(6cials, NGO representatives,

chairmen and members fiom Kachu-
kata and Kathali unio.ts, iournalists,
GUP representatives, UST olficials,
farmers from the project villages
and representatives ofpartner or-
ganizations attended the local Ievel

advocacy worLshop. The area coor-
dinator of UST briefly spoke about
the lbod security project activities in
Nilphamari. The project manager o[

BWFSP also shared about the part-
ners'activities in brief in the first
session.

In the second session of the work-
shop, the lirmers shared their expe-
rience and views on organic lirming,
panicularly how they were address-
ing the soil health improvement
through organic firming with local
seeds and local inputs. They talked
about their problems with technol-
og,,, fertilizer, seeds and marketing
of agricultural products. The Upazila
Agriculture Ollicer appreciated the
orgartic village concept of UST. The
UNO emphasized on lbod preserva-
tion and marketing by the NGOs
and assured necessary support lbr
improving the livelihoods ofthe rural

Poor.

Ms. Aysha Begum, a local villa,g.
leader expressed her concerns about
the fbod security of the poor and
mentioned that fbod is their basic
right and government has to ensure
the ritht to lbod olthe common peo-
ple. In this regard, the chairman of
Khatali Union Parishad assured the
support of local government through
VGD and VGF tbr the poor and ul-
tra poor people of his locality.

The participants fiom NGOs
put fbrward their thoughts on grow-
ing lbod insecurity in the North-
western regions and emphasized
on the government urgent actions
to ensure lbod security ot the poor
and most vulnerable groups, In the
concluding session, the president of
Nilphamari Press CIub e*pressed
his concerns about fbod security and

lirmers' right to agricultural inputs

"'rd 
thanked the UST and BWFSP

project fbr taking initiative on lbod
and water securiry in his localit-v. The
chairman ofthe adrocrcy *orkshop
said that eftective cooperation and
coordination between gorr.rnment
agencies, NGOs and private sector
could help to achieve right to re-
sources and lbod fbr the poor.

lrader ol Suguna Pa P,tri,hl in
Codagari, addresses the local adt ocacy

rvorkshop. O BCAS
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GBK Organizes
Advocacy Workshop in

Dinajpur
An advocacy *orkshop was held

in Birampur Upazila Parishad on
l8 November 2009. Gram Bikash
Kendra (GBK) organized the ad-
vocacy workshop to share the live-
lihood and lbod insecuriry prob-
lems of the indigenous community
as *"ll as to build network among
the NGOs towards ensuring fbod
securiry.- of the poor and marginal
communities. Mohammad Hossain,

U NO ol Birampur Upazila was

the chief guest while Md. Shohrab
Hossain, chairman of l(hanpur
Union Parishad chaired the inar-
gural session of the workshop. Up-
azila Agriculture Officer, Uapa2ila
Livestock Olficec Upazila Youth
Development OfEcer and Upazila
Secondary School Education Of6-
cer also attended the workshop.

Mr. Anisur Rahman, develop-
ment organizer of CBK gave a
short overview oI BWFSP activi-
ties in the context of the powerty
and livelihood situation in the
project villages. Md. Abul Kalam
Azad and Md. Monzurul Islam of
GBK and Mr. Mamunur Rashid,
Project Manager of BWFSP spoke
amongst others in the workshop.
Mr. Rashid highlighted the lbod se-

curity issues of the poor ['rom lo."l
and global perspective while speak-
ing about the project approach and
activities. Mr. Hossain, the UNO,
said that indigenous people in the
locality are extremely poor, most
deprived and vulnerable to lborl in-
security. He assured his assistance
to improve the livelihood and fbod
security situation of the poor in the
localiry.

UBINIG'S Advocacy on
Farmer's Contribution to
Food and Water Securiqr

UBINIG organized a Iocal lerel
advocacy *orkshop in Delduar
Upazila, Tangail on 12 November
2009. The workshop rvas attended
by lhrmers, representatives of
local administration, Upazila
Chairman, Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO), of ficials of Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) and
the representatives of local NGOs.
The representatives of the BWFSP
partne.s also participated in the
event.

The speakers highlighted the
present situation of water, lbod and
associated aspects like biological
diversity, environment, global
warming and climate change.
Interactive discussions were held
in terms of sustaining productivity
rvith due regard to maintaining
biological diversity, conservation
o ocal seeds and environmental
balance. The workshop
concluded with a declaration
containing the [bllorving ten-point
recommendar ions t owards achicving
fbod security:

r Conservation of open water

bodies;

r Maintenance of soil health and

sustainable use oI soil resources;

r Involvement o[ local government
and farmers in adrrocacy

Protrams;
r Implementation of appropriate

principles fbr using agricultural
land;

r Conservation and extension ol'
indigenous knowledge ot larm ing
and fishing communities;

r Involvement of media fbr
extension of indigenous practices
and technologies;

r Involvement o[ media in

advocacy campaigning [br tbod

and water security;

r lnvolvement oI common people
in campaign related to fbod and
water security;

I Involvement of firmers and
rural communities in programme
related to exchange of ideas and
sharing oI knowledge; and

r Ensuring firmer's right to local
seeds-

By D'. DL l[allick ,l' BCAS vitlt illtr-
notion.fron GBK SEIID, IIBINIG e'
t lST,

l0

Farmers catch hsh lrom a rice 6eld. O UBINIG
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