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Editorial

JIBON OR LIFE is a bulletin of Bangladesh Water and Food Security Partner-
ship (BWFSP), a coalition of initially six Bangladeshi non-governmental orga-
nizations, which also partners with ICCO, a Dutch donor agency. As the name
of the bulletin and partnership suggest, its contents deal with food security and
water issues in Bangladesh. The contexts of both issues are very wide rang-
ing and so it is difficult for Bangladeshi people to tackle. Development actors,
government, donor agencies, and the climate change enthusiasts all are engaged
with these issues. However, most of the materials contained in this issue of the
bulletin are about actions in which the BWFSP partners are involved.

The initiative, BWFSP, has its roots in the ICCO’s process towards defining
its program in South Asia that was discussed in a consultation held in Kathman-
du, Nepal from April 17 to 20, 2007. Actors from Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan
and India along with ICCO officials participated in the consultation to build a
common platform to work on food security and water issues within the South
Asian context. The participants at the consultation came to a consensus that
“Food security is aimed at the availability of food, the access to and use of food
and the transition from food aid to food security” among other things.

Since the Kathmandu consultation, the Bangladeshi actors have continued to
share their ideas through workshops, meetings and communications at different
levels. The six organizations have also developed a project [starting in Decem-
ber 2008] in which each individual organisation has its stake and is engaged in
its work area. The six work areas of the six organizations are: food sovereignty
and seed (UBINIG), livelihoods security and indigenous peoples (GBK and
SEHD), food security and organic farming (UST), water, sanitation and health
(BCAS), and Monga (RDRS). The issues are not new to these organizations,
but what is new and unique is that these organizations are getting deeply con-
nected and thinking collectively around these issues through regular interac-
tions around the discussion table and in field.

This first issue of the bulletin contains reports, anecdotes, features, and anal-
ysis that reflect the actions of the six organizations in their own fields. There are
also some items on common actions that engage all partners to think together.
However, the items published in this bulletin do not just present information,
they are also telling of the commitments that these organizations make towards
securing access of the poor, marginal and indigenous communities to food and
water.

Although currently only six organizations are members to BWFSP, the door
is open to other partners of ICCO in particular. The coalition is also keen to hav-
ing others associated with the initiative. The broad issues of food and water and
the strategies that partners of BWFSP are developing over specific actions are
pivotal for Bangladesh. Concerted actions are warranted in strengthening the
strategies on these issues. Opinions on information published in the first issue of
the bulletin and suggestions for its future issues are warmly welcome.
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Bangladesh Water and Food

Security Partnership (BWFSP)
Meeting

BANGLADESH WATER and Food Security Partnership
(BFWSP) meeting was held at the Society for Envi-
ronment and Human Development (SEHD) office on
25 June 2008. Sixteen representatives from BCAS,
GBK, RDRS, SEHD, UBINIG and UST, all ICCO/
KIA partners in Bangladesh working on food and wa-
ter security participated in the meeting. Kenny Terhei-
jden, Program Officer, Department of Access to Basic
Services Bangladesh and Frederika Meijer, Regional
Coordinator, South Asia, India ICCO/KIA facilitated
the meeting. This meeting was a follow-up of the work-
shop of 28 January-1 February 2008 at RDRS office
in Dhaka.

The participants identified issues they want to at-
tend under the BWFSP during the next two years. The
issues are self-help village, monga (seasonal unemploy-
ment and food crisis in some North-western districts of

Participatns to BWFSP meeting on 25 June 2008.

Bangladesh), energy, seed, safe water, soil quality, bio-
diversity, indigenous peoples and forestry, land rights,
and access to water bodies. Among these, they priori-
tized the issue of #onga to work on in the first year,
(however later on, the partners decided to work on 1s-
sues in their respective work areas). Possible activities
under the project would be capacity building (training
in particular), sharing (exhibition, seminar, conferenc-
es), exchange visits, networking and campaign.

The participants agreed that, each organization
would act as a secretariat or lead organization for a
year by rotation. The secretariat organization will be
responsible for dealing with NGO Affairs Bureau on
legal and financial matters as well as with ICCO/KIA.
Each organization will prepare reports of its activities.
The secretariat will prepare a comprehensive final re-
port with inputs from all partner organizations.

Capacity Building Workshop to
BWSFP Partners

THE SOCIETY for Environment and Human Develop-
ment (SEHD) organized a residential workshop, “Ca-
pacity Building of Partners to Water and Food Security
Partnership in Bangladesh (BWFSP)” from 7 to 10
July 2009 at the RDRS conterence room in Dhaka.
Twelve participants representing six partner organiza-
tions to BWFSP attended the workshop. Focusing on
the task to publish four issues of BWFSP newsletter,
an inception publication and a closing publication, the
workshop aimed at refreshing the participants on dif-
ferent aspects of writing skills. Philip Gain, director of
SEHD facilitated the workshop.

Farid Hossain, bureau chief of Associated Press
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(AP) in Bangladesh ran a session on
improvement of writing skills with
attention on gathering information,
understanding and dealing with
sources, interviewing and writing
exercise. He said, “We must remain
objective when we collect informa-
tion from different sources. We must
be critical about issues and stay
careful in using information.”

Hossain explained different
styles and aims of newsletters. He
also explained feature-writing tech-
niques. He reminded them of cul-
tural contexts and ethical standards
in presenting facts or images in any
write-up. He engaged the partici-
pants in writing case studies.

Shamsul Haque Suja, a photog-
rapher of RDRS showed images
and talked about subject and object,
framing and composition, ethics and
quality of photography. Executive
director of UBINIG, Farida Akhter
attended a session. She put forward
some thoughts for the newsletter.

The participants refreshed their
skills in writing case studies in a ses-
sion led by Philip Gain. They shared
their write-ups and Gain commented
on and refreshed the participants
about how to do self-editing and to
improve writing. Dwijen Mallick
and Khondoker Mainuddin, senior
researchers from BCAS joined this
session.

Philip Gain talked about people
power, description of geography, one
thought at a time, inference, use of
statistics, writing active sentences,
etc. “The writers develop a write-
up with pieces of information like a
building,” he said.

Dwijen Mallick added, “Short and
simple sentences are good in case stud-
ies and popular writings.” Two movies
O Jarmuna (Tale of Jamuna River)
and Ashoni Shonket were screened.
An interview of Dr. Hossain Zillur
Rahman, a noted economist and
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researcher, was also screened.

Khondoker Shakhawat Alj,
senior research fellow of Power
and Participation Research Center
(PPRC) conducted a session on
applied and action research. “Expe-
riences and analyses create knowl-
edge,” he said. Ali explained applied
and action research and different
kinds and steps in research: collec-
tion of qualitative and quantitative
data, survey, anal_ysis, documenta-
tion, dissemination, use of statistics,
ete. Ali recommended some read-

ing materials: Joddopi amar guru by
Ahmed Safa and Beltoler Jorimn o On-
nannora by Prof. Mohammad Yunus.

The participants of each organi-
zation presented draft of one item
for the newsletter and critiqued their
own works. Philip Gain edited their
texts. The participants worked out
the contents, 1ssues and items for
the first issue of the newsletter and
the inception (flagship) publication
of BWFSP. At the end of the work-
shop, the participants felt that they
could write better. by Lucille Sircar:

Local Rice Varieties to Combat Monga

RDRS Bangladesh has been
promoting pariza (a local variety
of rice) and kuskbi (ratoon)
cultivation among farmers in
Rangpur, Kurigram, Lalmonirhat,
and Gaibandha districts, its
work areas. Pariza, grown
between boro and aman and Kushi
contribute to mitigating seasonal
famine, popularly known as
Monga. Farmers, cultivating
pariza and kushi, can add grains
that fall short during monga [in
the months between September
and November). It also creates
employment for many people.

The farmers in the Monga area
traditionally cultivate two crops —
boro (irrigated rice crop) and aman
(monsoon rice crop). They harvest
boro during the last . ;
week of April and
the first week of
May. They cultivate
aman on the same
land during the last
week of July. Aman
starts flowering
in the middle of
August. The late
monsoon flood
oftentimes causes
damage to the aman
production. During
the last ten years,

Kuohi Dhan of RDRS and SEED.

the Northern region has witnessed
five late floods [between 26 August
and 14 September]. Cultivating

Pairza and Khusi come as a relief to

the farmers to overcome this crisis.

Farmers should be able to
harvest pariza by the middle of
August if they plant it by May. On
the other hand, they can collect
ratoon from the first harvest of boro
and plant it within 10-15 days in
their field. The production of both
is almost the same and both can
be harvested at the same time.
The heavy downpour in June and
July minimizes the irrigation cost

of pariza and kushi cultivation and
thus the cultivation cost is less than
that of boro. After harvest of pariza
and kushi farmers can plant BRRI




Dhan-46, BRRI Dhan-33, BINA

Dhan-7, BU Dhan-1 and BARKE-

3004 (all HYV) in the same land

and can get 3.5 to 4 tons of rice per

acre by the month of December.
by M.G. Neogt.

Exposure Visit to RDRS Work

RDRS BANGLADESH orga-
nized an exposure visit for the
BWFSP partners to Rangpur
to see its parga and kushi cultiva-
tion. While parga is a local va-
riety of rice grown in between
two typical crops [boro and
aman), kushi is ratoon of bore.
This additional cultivation of
rice aims at adding cereal for
millions who may go hungry.
The northern districts within
grater Rangpur District, the
work area of RDRS, is particu-
larly known for seasonal unem-
ployment and monga (famine).

RDRS has been promot-
ing parga and kushi cultivation
for the last two years. RDRS
hosted the visit of BWFSP
partners on 17 August at the
inauguration of harvest of kushi
and parija in Taluk Habu Village
of Gojoghonto Union in Rang-
pur District. Farmers from sur-
rounding districts showed up
at the harvest inauguration.
Guests speaking at the meet-
ing were Deputy Commissioner
of Rangpur, Upazila Chairman,
Upazila Nirbahi Officer, RDRS
director of resources and envi-
ronment, RDRS head of ag-
riculture and RDRS-BWFSP
project manager, representa-
tive of EC delegation and local
journalists. The speakers at the
meeting hoped that the addi-
tional rice variety would con-
tribute to reducing the short-
age of rice in Bangladesh and
unemployment in the North.

I AM AINAL Hoque (42). I live on
the banks of Dhaleshwari River

in Jhunkai Village under Delduar
Upazila in Tangail District. I culti-

sons on 90 decimals of land that |

din Pramamik. My wife and I had
been living happily with our family
of two sons and a daughter. Each

ing the monsoon and this resulted
in sedimentation of silt on the land.

varities of broadcast amon includ-
ing Chamara, Hijaldigha, Laldbepa,
Patwbail, and Patjak had also grown
well in the field. The plants grew to
about three feet before the entry of
flood water into the field. During

fast keeping pace with the rising
level of water. There was no loss of

yield.
A few years ago, Majibor Rah-

man, a farmer in the village started
boro rice production in the rab
season with irrigation. I followed
him hoping for higher yield. I used
chemical fertilizer, pesticides and
irrigation for boro rice production.
But, there was a risk involved with
producing boro. Sometimes the crop
was suddenly submerged under
flash flood just before flowering.

vate different crops in different sea-

inherited from my father Rahij Ud-

year the river USEd to OVCI'HOW dur-

Rabi crops grew well there. Local

the monsoon the plants would grow

“Local rice varieties ensure my food Sovereignty”

Then 1t would become a total loss.

Recently, I attended a train-
ing organized by UBINIG where
[ learned about crop production
without chemical fertilizer and pesti-
cides, and about drought and water
tolerant rice varieties. | recalled my
past days. The features of the lo-
cal varieties of amon rice including
Ln[é)/fmprr, Pagr}t.(*, Patishall, etc. were
also discussed at the training. Then
I remembered we had difterent na-
tive rice varieties tolerant to both
drought and water. We needed no
chemical fertilizer, pesticide, or ir-
rigation. The production cost was
low. There was no need of borrow-
ing money. Moreover, | had seeds in
my hand.

Listening to Majibor Rahman |
also wanted higher yield. Indeed, 1
got higher yield but at a higher cost
of production. I also lost different
varieties of local rice seeds. This
year, [ have received rice seeds of
local variety from UBINIG under
the BWFSP program. I got the
seed of laldbepa variety. This variety
is known for its tolerance to water
logging —suitable for flood prone
areas like ours. I have sown these
seeds in my field. I anticipate a good
harvest this year, and cnough straw
for my cows. Local rice varieties feed
us and ensure food for our livestock.

by Jabangir Alam Jony

“Seed is My Dream,” says Nahar Begum

“SEED IS my dream. My strength
in the family lies in the seeds. As I
take care of each seed and protect
them for future use, I plant a dream

for each of my children,” says Nahar

Begum (50) of Higanagar Barobari
Village in Attia Union of Delduar
Upazila in Tangail District. Wife of
Mojibor Rahman (56), Nahar grew
up in Higanagar with her parents.
Coming from a farming family, she
learnt all about seeds and farming

practices from her parents.

After getting married, Nahar was
happy to be in an agricultural envi-
ronment just as she had been in her
maiden life. She now maintains the
seeds of difterent crops in addition
to household activities. “I know how
to manage seeds of different crops
and vegetables. I can identify seeds
of different varieties of rice and
other crops by their color, shape,
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size, and other characteristics,” says

Nahar proudly.

Nahar knows how to save seeds
from disease and pest infestation.
“They need to be thoroughly dried
and treated with ash and then stored
in pots or bins, covered with dry
neem leaves and sealed,” says Nahar.

Nahar stores the seeds of 30 rice
varieties, 46 vegetables, five varieties
of pulses, four varieties of oil seeds,
jute, and minor cereals. Her house-
hold owns many fruit bearing and
timber tress in their homestead and
highland areas. “All my children are
on good tracks. My eldest son and
daughter hold good jobs alter get-
ting formal education. My second
and third sons are engaged in farm-
ing. My second and third daughlers
are students of B.A. (Honors.).”

Nahar is a member of the Seed
Expert Committee of Nayakrishi as
she is an expert on seeds. “I believe
the means of our livelthood is coded
in seeds. That is why I collect and
preserve seeds,” says Nahar. by Jah-

angir Alam Jony

Nahar Begum (50)

Jibon

UST Engages Marginal Farmers

in Organic Farming

Mohubar is preparing and using vermicompost in his garden.

MOHUBAR (48) IS a marginal
farmer of Khutamara Union in
Nilphamari. He has 45 decimals

of land where he grows vegetables
round the year. He faces hardship
in coping with the high produc-
tion costs of agricultural inputs
including chemical fertilizers and
pesticides. However, organic farm-
ing technology has inspired him

to overcome this situation. Now
he is growing orgamc vegetab]es

in his field after receiving train-

ing in making compost [including
vermicompost]. a key component
of organic farming. His production
cost of growing vegetables has been
reduced. Besides using his compost
on the land, he is thinking of selling
the surplus to others in the future.

Mohubar learned about com-
post from a field worker of the
Unnayan Shahojogy Team (UST)
in his locality. “I took interest in
vermicompost as it can be prepared
in a small space with little money
or little time. Some farmers and
I formed Provati Krishok Samity
(Provati Farmers' Group) with the
help of UST officials. I received
training on preparing vermiconm-
post manure from the UST office at
Nilphamari and soon began prepar-
ing it in my home,” says Mohubar.

Like Mohubar, a number of
farmers of Khutamara and Ka-
chukata Unions in Nilphamari are
now growing vegetables with nu-

trients from compost and making
an income by selling the surplus
vegetables. UST has provided them
with the technical know-how about
composting. With the help of its
partner organization, Gram Un-
nayan Parishad (organization rep-
resenting female members), UST
has formed 20 groups comprised

of both male and female members,
and representing 400 farmer house-
holds from the two unions. UST
ultimately plans to give trainings
on organic farming to each of these
members. So far, 59 farmers have
been trained. Among them two
farmers have engaged in prepar-
ing vermicompost, while the oth-
ers have become engaged in other
types of compost.

Speaking on the usefulness and
various stages of‘compost prepa-
ration Mosammat Amisa Begum
of 'Khutamara Mahila Samity’
(Khutamara Female Cooperative)
says, “We keep cow dung, water
hyacinth. crop waste, straw, green
leaves, egg shells and other house-
hold waste in four layers and cover
it with mud. Every 20 days we shift
the layers and cover them again.

It takes only four days to prepare
the field for use. It is easy to pre-
pare compost. The ingredients of
this fertilizer can be collected from
around the home. Organic fertilizer
keeps the soil in better condition
and contributes to good produc-

" by M. Abu Sayeed.

tion



Tale of Two Northern Villages in Struggle

MOST PEOPLE of Saguna Sanko-
para and Saguna Jibonpara, two
villages in the dry area of Rajshahi
District in the north, are poor and
suffer from the scarcity of drink-
ing water. Forty five kilometers
away from Rajshahi city, these
villages remain isolated. They are
not connected with the highway
or other road networks. The vil-
lagers face water crisis throughout
the year; their condition becomes
critical during the dry season, a
common feature in the Barind
Tracts, a dry zone of the North.
The village does not have enough
sanitary latrines, and therefore vil-
lagers are frequently attacked by
water-borne diseases. These remote
villages of Pakri Union Parishad
(UP) in Godagari Upazilla are also
deprived of government and non-
government development services.

There are 57 families in Sanko-
para, 38 of them are Adivasis. The
number of households in Jibon-
para is 37. Most of the bread earn-
ers of the villages are day laborers.
The Adivasi women work in the
field. There are some families in the
villages that own some agricultural
land. The literacy rates of the vil-
lages —15% in Sankopara and 20%
in Jibonpara—are
very low compared
to the national aver-
age.

Each of the vil-
]ages has one tube
well. There are seven
ponds in Sankopara
and one in Jibon-
parap that act as
alternative water
sources for the vil-
lagers. The villag-
ers use tube well
water generally for

6

drinking and cooking, while pond
water is used bathing and wash-
ing. Howver, the tube well fails to
draw enough water during the dry
season because the whole village
is dependent on just one, which
oftentimes goes out of order. The
villagers suffer during such times
and have to walk far from their
houses to collect drinking water.
During such times, they resort to
drinking pond water and also use
it for cooking.

In two villages five Ben-
gali families and only one Adivasi
family have their own sanitary
latrine. The majority of the villag-
ers defecate in the open area. It
comes as no surprise that they are
frequently attacked by diarrhea,
dysentery, skin disease, and other
water-borne diseases.

Bangladesh Center for Ad-
vanced Studies (BCAS) has initi-
ated an action research project in
the villages titled, “demonstration
of good practices in water, sanita-
tion and health”. Its efforts are
aimed at improving health and
living standards of the villagers
under the Bangladesh Water and
Food Security Partnership (BWF-
SP) project. by Zakia Naznin.

A woman of Jibonpara wash dishes with pond water.

Phulmani Mardi Strug-

gles for Mere Survival

PHULMANI MARDI (52) is a day la-
borer. She lives in Jibonpara of Godagari
Upazilla in Rajshahi. She got married in
1972 at the age of 15. Her husband, Tora
Murmu, was also a day laborer. In 1983
Murmu was stricken with tuberculosis. Af-
ter three years in a hospital bed, he returned
home, he had become too weak for work.
Phulmani took the burden of the family.

Phulmani, an agricultural day laborer,
spends her days in the paddy fields. She
also performs all family activities — cook-
ing, cleaning and washing. Her husband
cannot help in any way, but becomes upset
when the food comes late or there is no wa-
ter in the room. He even beats Phulmani.
“Sometimes [ feel like abandoning him. [
cry and feel very bad when he gets rough
with me. But when he behaves well 1 for-
get everything,” says Phulmani.

Phulmani’s husband abused her for
years after marriage because for years she
produced no child. Phulmani’s parents
took her to a viﬂage doctor for treatment.
Ten years after her marriage, Phulmani
gave birth to their only daughter, Romali
Murmu.

Phulmani wanted her child become edu-
cated, but she was forced to stop attcnding
school when in class ten because of the fam-
ilv’s poverty. Then she got married. Now she
teaches at a primary school of Adivasi Samaj

Unnayan Sangstha, a local NGO.

When Phulmani cannont find work
she and her husband suffer without food.
Sometimes their daughter helps them.

Phulmani has become tired of taking
the burden of her family for such a long
time. As her body ages, she is becoming
more and more worried about the future.
by Zakia Naznin.

Phulmoni Mard

Jibon



GBK Launches Rabbit Rearing
Program in Kalishahar Village

KALISHAHAR IS a Santal village of
33 families (130 people) in Khanpur
Union of Birampur Upazila, Dina-
jpur District.

Most villagers of Kalishahar are
farmers. Five tamilies have no land,
15 have more than 50 decimals of
land, all of which are mortgaged to
the neighboring Bangalis, and the
others are “functionally landless”
(with less than 50 decimals of land).
Only four households of the village
have tube-wells and 10 have sani-
tary latrines.

The landless families are basical-
ly day-laborers. Among the village's
33 families, 13 have food security
for six months of the year and 20
have food for only three months.
For the rest of the year, they have to
sell their labor in advance and bor-
row money at a very high interest
from money lenders or Hahajans.

These poor people of the village

GRAM BIKASH Kendra (GBK)
organized a training on rabbit rear-
ing for 20 Santals (16 women and

Jibon

Rabbit Rearing Training for Santal Adivasis

are cut off from social safety nets
program provided by the govern-
ment. The government health care
services and food security program
don't reach them.

Gram Bikash Kendra (GBK)
launched its rabbit rearing program
for the Santal Adivasis of this vil-
lage under its Bangladesh Water
and Food Security Partnership
(BWTSP) project on 18 June 2009
at the Khanpur Union Council hall
room. Md. Monjurul Islam, project
officer of GBK’s POWER project
talked about the organization’s
work, work area, beneficiaries,
etc. at the launching. The launch-
ing meeting was arranged to share
the objectives and activities of the
project with local people and elected
representatives from the local gov-
ernment. Twenty-one participants
including chairman and members of
the Union Council were present at
the meeting. by 0. Monzurul Islam.

four men) of Kalishahar village of
Birampur Upazila in Dinajpur Dis-
trict on 25 and 26 July 2009 under

BWFSP.

The training was an effort
aimed at improving praticipants’
livelihood and food security. The
participants were oriented about
the types of rabbit, their selection,
rearing techniques, food and dis-
ease of rabbits, its marketing, and
making profits from rearing rabbit.

Rabbits provide cash and pro-
tein to a family. Its rearing requires
little investment, but production 1s
rapid and high. It is reared in cages
made of bamboo, wood, iron and
net and in a small space. Rabbits
feed on grass, vegetables, wheat,
green leaves that are easy to col-
lect.

A female rabbit starts bearing
young ones when it is sixth months
of age and every month she can
give birth to four kits on an aver-
age. However, it is better not to
take kits from a mother rabbit
more than eight times a year. Rab-
bit meat is delicious and nutritious.
[t contains high level of protein and
low cholesterol. 100 grams of rab-
bit meat contains 21 grams of pro-
tein, 8 grams of fat and 20 grams of
calcium. Its leather is also valuable.

One can earn around Tk.48,000
in a year by rearing six rabbits.
Intially, one is required to invest
Tk.3,500 to buy six rabbits, cages
and medicines. After six months
one gets 24 kits from six rabbits.
The market prices of these 24 kits
are Tk.6,000. This is how one can
produce rabbit worth Tk.48,000 in

a year.

The participants of the rabbit
rearing training expressed that they
hoped to rear rabbit successtully
with the help of GBK and govern-
ment’s livestock office. Veterinary
Surgeon of Upazila Livestock
office Md. Rashedul Islam facili-
tated the training. Islam offered
necessary support from his office.

by M. Monzurul Lalam.
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SEHD Initiates Organic Farming in Modhupur

RUBBER CULTIVATION and mon-
oculture plantation disguised as
“social forestry” have caused mas-
sive destruction to the Modhupur
sal forest in recent years. Now com-
mercial scale banana and pineapple
plantation have replaced native
forest patches. Massive quantities
of chemical fertilizers, pesticides,
herbicides, hormone, and tilt used
to grow banana and pineapple have
caused serious threats to environ-
ment and human health. Worse,
the people indigenous to the forest
have lost their customary right to

the land.

Development actors, human
rights activists, environmentalists,
mass media and others show a great
deal of enthusiasm about protec-
tion of the Modhupur val forest and
the Adivasis. There are also many
development actions here all the
time. Yet, the Modhupur sa/ for-
est has disappeared fast. How can
the remaining forest, land and hu-
man health be protected? With this
question ahead SEHD has started
discussion on the natural way of
farming and mapping of the state of
the forest, and the extent of dam-
ages done to soil and Nature in

what used to be dense forest a few
decades ago. SEHD has selected
two Garo villages —Rajghati, a
small new village and Joynagachi,

a century-old village. The villagers
are discussing how they can protect
their soil and also do mapping to get
a clear picture of their villages with
baseline information.

SEHD has also initiated a nurs-
ery of medicinal plants in particular
to demonstrate how the natural
way of farming works. The villagers
have been engaged in developing
the nursery. The idea is to share
with the villagers technologies of
natural or organic farming using
the nursery as a handle. SEHD has
also started assisting the villagers in
setting a small knowledge center for
the use of the villagers.

Facilitated by the SEHD stalff,
the villagers of Rajghati participated
in two workshops on 16 July and
10 August 2009. The workshops
were held in the village. Three
SEHD officials and 25 villagers
of Rajgahti [the majority of them
women] participated in the work-
shops to discuss their situation and
how they can engage themselves in

The people of Rajghati are disucssing their situation and organic farming i1ssues.

the natural way of farming and raise
their voices for rights.

In his introductory remarks at
both workshops, Philip Gain, direc-
tor of SEHD explained its activities
particularly on Modhupur and how
collective stake and strategy can be
developed in studying the current
situation and p:‘omoting the natural
way of farming.

The villagers agree that natural
or organic farming can save them
and their soil from the adverse el-
fects of the massive use of chemical
Fertilizers. pest‘icides, herbicides,
and hormones in banana, pine-
apple, and other plantations. They
all felt that they needed training in
organic farming. They all agreed to
form a group under the guidance
of SEHD. Shimsaga, a Garo word
meaning staying alert at all times
was provisionally selected as the
name of the group. Those present
at the workshops felt that guiding
principles, rules and regulations
should gradually be developed for
the group.

It was resolved at the workshop
that a group of six to eight farmers
from Rajghati will be sent for train-
ing in nursery development and
natura! Farming. They will practicc:
organic farming themselves and
teach other villagers.

As a cleaning campaign in Mod-
hupur, the participants all agreed
to collect containers (plas‘ric bags,
bottles, etc.) of pesticides, growth
hormones, and tilt and deposit them

with Nomita Chicik, SEHD's field

WOFl{El".

SEHD distributed Bangladeaber
Bljﬂﬁmw Bon (Sto]cn Forests of Ban-
gladesh) among the participants to
encourage reading habit. The major
part of this book is on the forest,
forest people and the environment
of Modhupur. by FAA Salam with
Philip Gain.
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Community Seed
Wealth Center Saves
Seeds from Floods

DurING FLOODS in 2007,
Marzina Begum (39) and her
family moved to the Commu-
nity Seed Wealth Center of
UBINIG. With her five children
and husband Rahimuddin (45),
she lives in Bantiar Village of
Shahjadpur Upazila in Sirajgonj
District, just 700 yards away
from the seed center.

When her homestead had
flooded, Marzina's family moved
to the seed center for shelter and
to save 35 kgs of black gram, 20
kgs of sesame, 14 kgs of mus-
tard, 23 kgs of paddy, and 8 va-
rieties of vegetable seeds. She is
happy she could save her seeds.
“The seed center was of great
help to my family,” she said.

After the recession of flood
water from the field, Marzina’s
family planted vegetables and
mustard seeds in their field
with seeds kept in the Seed
Wealth Center. After harvest of
vegetables and mustard, they
planted boro (irrigated) rice.
Marzina and Rahimuddin said
“Had there been no seed cen-
ter, we could have lost all our
seeds or sold as food, or borrow
money at a high interest rate.”

by Jabangir Alam Jony.

Community seed wealth centr.
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Food and Water Crisis in Bangladesh
Dr. Dwijen Mallick

Harvest time in the hills of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Photo. Philip Gain

BANGLADESH IS a developing
country with a huge population,
widespread poverty, and a host
of development challenges. Ac-
cording to independent sources,
the country has about 150 million
people within only 147,570 sq
km. Currently, about 50% of the
population lives in poverty, while
30% lives in extreme poverty
and cannot afford adequate food
and safe water for a healthy and
productive life. The country has
fertile land, hard working people,
and wealth of natural resources
including rivers, water, fisher-
ies, hills, forests and biodiversity.
However, the poor and marginal
communities have limited access
to these resource.

Bangladesh made limited
progress in poverty reduction
in the 1990s, and the poverty
situation has deteriorated in
recent years because of social,
economic, and political factors
in addition to natural causes in-
cluding devastating floods and

cyclones Sidr in 2007 and AILA
in 2009. Hundreds of thousands
of rural people, mainly the poor
and marginal groups, migrate

to the cities every year in hopes
of employment and improved
livelihoods. Most of them live in
city slums in inhuman conditions
without adequate shelter, nutri-
tious food, clean water, or social
security. Globally, the poverty
and hunger situation has also de-
teriorated in recent years. A FAO
report says that presently over
one billion people are facing food
insecurity and hunger. In a state-
ment on World Food Day 2009,
Begum Matia Chowdhury, minis-
ter for agriculture of Bangladesh
expressed her concerns that the
food security situation may de-
teriorate in Bangladesh due to
climate change impacts and asso-
ciated natural disasters.

The poor and marginal people
of Bangladesh suffer most from
food insecurity caused by social,
economic, institutional and politi-

9



cal factors, environmental deg-
radation, and natural disasters.
Food security means adequate
food and nutrition for every-

one for everyday, which largely
depends on the availability and
supply of quality food, access and
entitlement to food (cereals, pro-
tein, fruits, vegetables, and safe
drinking water) as well as the
best utilization of available foods
for nutrition and good health.
People’s Food security also de-
pends on food sovereignty within
a country, which is a product of
its public food policies and food
distribution programs; poverty
reduction strategy; food price and
market regulations; agricultural
productivity; and access to pro-
ductive resources including land,
water, forests and biodiversity.

Insecure employment and ir-
regular income decrease the pur-
chasing capacity of the poor. In
addition, unstable food markets
and price hikes affect the food
security of the poor and marginal
people, particularly those who
live in remote and geo-physically
hard to reach areas like riverine
charland, haor basin, hilly areas
and oft-shore islands.

The Public Food Distribution
Systems (PFDS) of Bangladesh
does not function well. There
are reports of corruption and
political influence from within
the PFDS, which often hinders
the neediest people from receiv-
ing any real support. Frequent
natural disasters and crop failures
due to extreme climate variability
(temperature rise, drought and
erratic rainfall) aftect agricultural
productivity, availability of food
grains, and food market, thus
exacerbating food insecurity for

millions. A recent study by BCAS

10

and RDRS found that the majori-
ty of the poor could hardly afford
two meals per day, though they
spend about 90% of their income
for food alone. They consume an
inadequate amount of food total-
ing an average 600 gm per capita
daily. Rice and vegetable consti-
tute the majority of their daily
food basket. They take almost

no fish, meat, or milk within a
month'’s time.

Water is our lifeline. Millions
of the poor do not have access to
sate drinking water, a basic hu-
man right. Therefore, they face
many health risks, which again
lower their livelihood potential.
Bangladesh suffers from both the
scarcity and abundance of wa-
ter due to decrease of up-stream
flow, degradation of wetlands,
diminishing ground water, water
pollution, salinity intrusion and
massive floods. Water, once a nat-
ural good, has been transtormed
into an economic commodity.

The rich and powerful elite con-
trol and use most of it while the

poor and marginal people do not
get their due share for drinking,
domestic use, and livelihood ac-
tivities. Arsenic contamination in
ground water in many parts of
the country poses an additionally
serious health threat to the com-
mon people. Effects of climate
change again bring threats to the
availability of quality water.

The poor of Bangladesh suf-
fer from both food insecurity and
water crisis. These problems must
be addressed simultaneously. All
the poverty reduction, livelihood
promotion and disaster risk re-
duction initiatives must integrate
food and water security issues
into their planning and implemen-
tation. The BWFSP can facilitate
this integration by learning from
each other about the levels of
problems and engaging its part-
ners to take appropriate measures
so that the poor and vulnerable
communities are ensured their
food security, livelihoods and wa-
ter rights.

The writer s a revearch fellow of BCAS, Dbaka.

Cyclone AILA has ruined coastal villages in Gabura Union in Sathkhira District. A
Photo. Philip Gain.

woman ShOWS her hOLISE completly destroyed.
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